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No. I. 
IMPROVED HANDLES FOR GRAVERS. 

The Sum of Five Pounds was presented to Mr. J. Don- 
aldson, of 18, Church Row, Pancras Road, for his 
improved Handles for Gravers and Etching Tools; 
Specimens of which have been placed in the Society's 
Repository. 

The objects which the inventor has had in view are, first, 
a simple but very effectual method of uniting the graver 
with the handle, allowing them at the same time to be 
readily separated, and without injury to either part: se- 
condly, a contrivance for adjusting the length of the graver 
to the convenience of the artist, and to the particular 
kind of work on which he happens to be employed : 
thirdly, a general arrangement of the parts of the instru- 
ment, so that no portion of the handle shall be below the 
graver, this being a circumstance on which the artist's 
perfect command of the tool greatly depends. 

In the annexed figures, 3 is the graver, made oiF well- 
tempered steel, and of a gently curvilinear form, d is the 
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point, and c c are a series of notches cut in the upper part 
of the lower end. Fig. 2 is a section of the handle, a a 
being a hollow in the under side of it for the reception of 
the graver, and b a steel pin, or tooth, projecting a little 
way so as to enter any one of the notches, cc^ fig. 3, 
whereby the length of the instrument is determined, and 
the graver is prevented from slipping back, whatever be 
the degree offeree that the artist may think fit to employ : 
e Cy fig. 1, are two steel ferrules, split lengthways below, 
by which they are converted into springs and likewise 
afford an opening into which the lower angle of the graver 
is received, as shewn in section, fig. 4, c being the ferrule, 
and d the graver. Fig. 6 is a section through the lower 
ferrule and the handle (the graver being removed), to 
shew the position of the tooth b. Thus, by the joint 
action of the tooth and of the spring ferrules, the graver is 
held firm in the handle, and at the same time is capable 
of being instantly disengaged, merely by drawing oflf the 
ferrules. 

The handle for the etching point is on the principle of 
the common . port-crayon, a, figs. 6 and 9, the needle or 
etching point, made perfectly strait; 6, the handle, having 
a hole, see fig. 8, hored in its axis to receive the etching 
point, to which hole it is then turned quite true. The 
end is afterwards sawn or cleft down a little lower than 
the- etching point reaches, see fig, 7. Over this part is 
slid a taper ferrule, c, turned quite true, and accurately 
fitting the handle : it is roughened by fine millings, so as 
to afford a firm hold to the fingers and thumb, and thus 
allow of its being slid backwards and forwards, in order 
to fix or to loosen the etching point. 

Testimonials of the importance of Mr. Donaldson's in- 
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vention have been received from the following engravers, 
after some weeks or months of actual trial, viz. 

Messrs. J. C. Edwards, Messrs. W. Raddon, 

G. T. Doo, A. W. Warren, 

T. Jeavons, E. Smith, 

T. HiGHAM, T. WiLMOT, 

W. D.Taylor, A. Duncan, 

H. Robinson, R. H. Brandon. 

E. GOODALL, 

The following certificate is printed entire, as shewing 
in detail the points of excellence by which the invention 
above described is characterised. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby 
certify that we have used, for a considerable time, the 
newly -invented handles for gravers and etching points 
of Mr. Donaldson, and that we highly approve of them, 
having found them very superior to any other kind of 
handles that were ever before made use of. 

The graver-handles, from their peculiar construction, 
are thrown higher up in the hand, by which means a 
better hold of them is obtained ; and, by the peculiar ap- 
plication of the open ferrule, the graver may be lengthened 
or shortened at pleasure, which, in many instances, will be 
found a great advantage ; while the notches formed in the 
graver being combined with a fixed pin in the handle, 
gives them a degree of firmness well suited for the pur- 
pose of cutting deep or broad lines. The handles for the 
etching points are so constructed as to keep the axis of 
the point and the axis of the handle in the same right 
line, in a greater degree of perfection than any other 
handle now in use ; and the manner in which the ferrule 
is applied, will ensure the firmness of the point in the 
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handle, and this in dry point work is found invaluable. 
The capability they afford, likewise, of shortening or 
lengthening the point, is a convenience that has not been 
obtained by any other means that have been invented, to 
our knowledge; and for these reasons, we earnestly recom- 
mend these inventions to the notice of the Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, &c. 

Edm. Turrell, 46, Clarendon Street, 
Thomas Bradley, 49, Brewer Street, 
Jno. Shury, 16, Charterhouse Street. 
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